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A list of the market characteristics facilitating and stabilizing collusion in oligopoly markets is given be-
low: 1.number of competitors 2.concentration 3.homogeneity of suppliers 4.competitive power 5.bariers to 
entry 6.homogeneity of products 7.transparancy 8.multi-market contacts 9.variations of demand over time 
10.characteristic of transactions. Neither game theory nor conventional economic theory can provide a de-
tailed qualitative answer that encompasses all characteristics. What is usually done in game-theoretical 
models is that the influence of one or two factors is analyzed while applying rather rigid assumptions regard-
ing the other factors. These are the main market characteristics that enhance and/or stabilizing tacit collu-
sion.  

Key words: oligopoly, monopolistic and imperfect competition, oligopolistic interdependence, parallel-
ism, tacit collusion, Competition Law. 
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1 Bishop, S. Walker, Economics of EC Competition Law. 
Concepts, Application and Measurement, op.cit. in footnote 19, p.277. 

2 footnote 85 
3 footnote 86 
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