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PREVENTION OF BAROTRAUMA OF THE MIDDLE EAR IN
BEGINNER DIVERS USING ETF TEST
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ETF TECT — CPEOCTBO HA U3BOP 3A MNPEAONA3BAHE OT
BAPOTPABMA HA CPEAHO YXO

"eoprues K'., Bo3sos Xp1., Bbxapos MB.!, CtosiHoB CT°. BacuneBa Cs.>
MBAI BapHa kbM BMA' MU MBP Codus?

Abstract: Passability of the Eustachian tube is essential for the pathogenesis of many diseases in
children and adults. A large number of methods are used to evaluate it. One of the commonly employed
methods is the ETF-test with impedance meter. In Bulgaria every year over 3,000 patients undergo
treatments in hyperbaric chambers (HBC). The number of divers - professional and beginners, subjected to
variations in ambient pressure above 2.0 ATA is not known with precision, but it is certainly even larger. This
imposes increased requirements to the tubotympanial function of a large group of people as barotrauma of
the tympanic cavity are relatively frequent accidents.

The aim of our study is to compare the ETF-test results, acquired through impedance meter and the
results of compression in HBC in professional divers and patients with no experience in diving. We divided
the participants in 3 groups - with unilateral, bilateral difficulties and without difficulty in compensation
ambient pressure, in order to avoid error due to incorrect maneuvers to compensate the ambient pressure.

Results: We observed a statistically significant correlation between the result of HBC results and the
ETF-test results. This shows that the ETF test could be used as a predictor of possible barotrauma.
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BbBEOEHUE

EscraxuesaTa Tpbba, onvcaHa 3a nbpsu nMbT npes IX sek B LectogHesa Ha WoaH
Ek3apx [1], BeHTUnNMpa TbnaH4yeBaTa KyxvHa U Mo TO3M HA4MH U3paBHSABA HansraHeTo B
Hes C OKONTHOTO HansiraHe. 34paBuv nuua, nognaraliy ce Ha ekcTpemariHa npoMsiHa Ha
BbHLUHOTO HansiraHe ca 3annaweHu oT 6GapoTpaBMu, HaM-4eCTOo Ha CPegHOTO YXO.
Cumynaumsa Ha komnpecus B xunepbapHa kamepa (XBK) e dyHkunoHanHo Han-6nmska go
peanHo rMypkaHe BbB BOAHA cpeda — T.Hap 6apoTecT, HO 4OPUM U B TPEHUPOYBBYHM
YyCrnoBMsI Ca Bb3HUKBaNM GapoTpaBmMu M Op. MHUMOEHTU. MOBULLEHUTE WU3NCKBAHUSA KbM
TyboTUMNaHanHaTa QyHKuua moraT ga 6baar TectBaHm M Cc T.Hap. ETF-test c
nMnegaHcMeTbp, anapat un3obpeteH npes 1952 ot Metz, KOMTO HM JaBa Bb3MOXHOCT Aa
OLeHMM peauua rnokasaTenu, KakTo 3a MexaHukaTa Ha CryxoBusi aHanusaTop, Taka v 3a
CbCTOSAHWETO Ha HEPBHUTE My CTPYKTYPW, BKIHOYUTENHO W NATOMOrM4YHM MNpouecu B
npoabLIroBaTMst MO3bK.

Lo e OGaporect? TecT, npuM KOWTO Wu3cnegBaHoTO nuue Tpsibea ga Obae
KoMMpecunpaHo A0 onpeneneHo HansiraHe U AeKkoMnpecupaHo A0 aTMOCKEPHO HansiraHe
B xunepbapHa kamepa 3a onpegeneHo Bpeme. B Penybnuka bBvbnrapma 3a 1 min  ce
noesuwasa HansraHeTto o 2.2 ATA (cumynauua Ha 12 m gbnboudnHa nog Boga). [2] B
CALL TecTbT M3nckBa gocturaHe Ha cumynupaHa 60 dyta gbnboumHa (2.8 ATA) 3a 40
CeKyHAaw.
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o e ETF Tect? M3mepBaHe M CpaBHsIBAHE Ha HansraHeTo B CPEAHOTO YXO B
CMOKOWHO CbCTOSAHWNE U cnen MaHboBpute Ha Valsalva n Toynbee (dour. 1).
9) 1~ o purtoratent
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1. Normal Tympanogram
2. Tympanogram after valsalva manuever
3. Tympanogram after swallowing

4. Equivalent Ear Canal Volume
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®ur. 1 ETF-TecT B HOpma

B crnokorMHO CbCTOSIHME Ha cpefHO yXO MMmnedaHCMeTbpbT M3obpassasa rpaduyeH
pesyntat 1. [Npu noBuwaBaHe Ha HandraHeTo B enndapmHkca (MaHboBBLP Ha Valsalva) n
npoxoanmu EBcTtaxueBn Tpbbu ce nonyvaBa rpaduyeH pesyntaT 2, npu npernbliaHe u
npoxogumu EBctaxmeBmn Tpbbu — rpacduka 3. Npu HenpaBunHa TEXHUKA Ha M3pPaBHsSIBaHe
UM  eBcTaxueBa HEenpoxXxoauMoCT TpuTe KpuBm ca ©Onu3km egHa po gpyra [3].
M3nonsBaHnAT OT HAac mMogesi UMnegaHCMeTbp HU daBa U TOYHa uMdpoBa CTOMHOCT Ha
HansraHeTo B cpegHoTo yxo B DaPa.

Llen Ha HaweTo HaweTo npoy4yBaHe e cpaBHsiBaHe Ha pesyntatute oT ETF-test
OCbLLECTBEH C MNedaHCMeTbp 1 GapoTecT, Npu BogoMNasn ¢ onuT 1 nauneHTn 6e3 onut B
KOMMeHcauus OKOSTHOTO HansdraHe, KaTo YyBCTBMTESHOCT, CNeUnUYHOCT, NiekoTa 1 LeHa
Ha U3NbJIHEHME.

MaTtepuan u metoa: [pynn oT no 16 npodecuoHanHn Bogonasa M CryyYanHo
noabpaHn nauneHTn 6e3 onuT BbB BOAOSIA3HOTO Aerio ca cpaBHeHu ype3 ETF Tect
M3NbNHEeH Ha umnegaHcmetbp MI-24  Ha dupma MAIKO u 6apotect B xunepbapHa
kamepa NOK-2. 3a nsumcreaHe Ha rpeLukm oT HenpaBUMHU TEXHUKM 3a KOMMEHcaunsa Ha
NpoMsiHa B OKOJSTHOTO HansaraHe 6sxa ob6ocobeHn noarpynu ¢ ABYCTPaAHHW, €AHOCTPaHHU
3aTpyaHeHus n 6e3 3aTpygHeHUs Npyu KOMNpPecus.

OTyeTeHO e HansraHeTo B CpefHOTO yxo npeau u cnepj onut Ha Valsalva wu
3apyaAHOCTUTE NpY KOMMpecusi/aekoMnpecust B 5-cTeneHHa ckana kakto creasa (tab.1):

Tab. 1 5-cteneHHa ckana 3a oTYMTaHe 3aTpygHEeHUs Npy KOMMNpecus/4ekoMnpecus
CreneH HabnogaBaHo HapyLleHue

0 AZeKkBaTHa peakumns KbM OKOJTHOTO HanaraHe
1 HapyLueHa CKOpOCT Ha KOMMNeHcaumsl Ha HansiraHeTo
2 HeobxoanMmMoCT OT AEKOHreCTaHTW 3a KOMMNeHcaums
3 HeBBb3MOXKHOCT 3a gocTuraHe Ha 2.2 ATA ¢ JeKOHrecTaHT
4 BbapoTpaBma nnu npekpaTtsBaHe Ha cecusita

3a Hakoum TectoBe 6e um3non3BaH camMo pe3ynTtar  HopMma/3aTpygHeHue.
N3BbpweH 6e 4ecTtoTeH aHanmM3 W KopenauuoHeH aHanmM3 Mexay pasnvkata B
HanaraHusTa ype3 ETF TecT n TpyaHOCTUTE Npu KOMNPECUs/4eKoOMMNpecus.

O6paboTka Ha pesynTaTuTe:
N3BbpLueH 6e MHOrogakTopeH aHanms3 Ha NPOMEHNMBUTE
* Pasnnka B HandraHusita B TbNaHYeBUTE KYXMHW — m3amepeHa 4ype3 ETF TecT cbe

pesyntaTute rpynypaHn 3a uenute Ha aHanusa “‘go 10" n “no-manko 10” DaPa.
* TpygHoCTM npu KomMnpecusa/gekomnpecus — namepenun crnopepg Tab. 1
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*Mpn naumMeHTM cC TpygHOCTM nNpu Komnpecusi/aekomnpecuss 6Gsixa onpeneneHun
KPUTUYHWUTE CTOMHOCTM Ha MMMNedaHCMeTpusTa, MpuM KOUTO MOXEeM [a O4vakBame

6apoTpaBMa npu NPoMsiHa B OKONTHOTO

HandaraHe

Pe3yntatun: HopmManHOTO MHTpaTUMnaHarHO HandraHe B rnokon e mexay -150 go
+50 DaPa. YctaHoBMXME Nuua C OTKIIOHEHUSA OT Te3u NPUEeTM CTOMHOCTU, 6e3 HMKakKswu
KNMUHUYHU M3SBW W 3aTpydHEHUs B KomnpecusaTa/ gekomnpecusaTta. He yctaHoBuxme
CbLUECTBEHA 3aBUCMMOCT MeXAy HansraHeTo Ha CPegHOTO yXO B MOKOW U 3aTpyaHEHUS B

KOMI'IpeCVIFITa/LI,eKOMI'IpeCVIFITa.

CbrnacHo o4akBaHusTa, Ce Moslydnmxa CTaTUCTUYECKM 3HA4YMMW pasfvki B
cnocobHOCTTa Aa Ce KOMMEHCcUpa MpoMsHaTa B OKOMHOTO HamnsraHe mexagy rpynaTta ¢
onut (Bogonasun) u 6e3 onut (naumeHTtn) (dwur.2) CTaTUCTUYECKM 3HAYMMa Kopernauus
nmawe n B ETF — Tecta cnpaAmMo 3aTpygHEHUsATa B KOMMNEHCALUSA Ha BbHLLHOTO HansraHe

(cowr.3)

Pasnukm B Ta aa ce pi 5 Hansarane
Meay rpynarta ¢ onmt (Bogonasu) u rpynata 6es onur (naumerTn)

55 CpaBHeHMWe Ha cpeHu cToiiHocTK, F (1,60)=7.8451, p=0.00685, AU = 0.95
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®ur. 2 pesyntatu ot bapoTtecta/onut

MNocneaBawmaT Post Hoc aHanus (Tab. 2)

Pasnunku B pesyntatmte Ha ETF tect

CpacHenme Ha cpegwm cToiinocw, F (1,60) = 7.8451 npu Frpur.(1,60)=4, p=0.00685, []1=0.95
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®ur. 3 Peayntatmn ot ETF-Tecta/onut

NOCO4YN CUITHa MOJNOXKUTEINHA Kopenaund

Mexay nowute pesyntatu npu ETF-tecta wn 3aTpygHeHuaTa npu cumynaumsa B
xunepbapHa kamepa u To npu nuua 6e3 BogonaseH onuT:

Tab. 2 Tect Ha Scheffe

Tect Ha Scheffe; MpomeHnnBa "3aTtpyoHeHue npu n3paBHABAHETO";
Post Hoc Tests Error: Between MS = .49455, df = 60.000
Boa. onut ETF DaPa {1} {2} {3} {4}

1 0 0 1.000000 0.846701 0.000028

2 0 1 1.000000 0.964849 0.007257

3 1 0 0.846701 0.964849 0.000467

4 1 1 0.000028 0.007257 0.000467
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« 1 -Boponasu, ETF dif > 10 3 —nauunenTtn, ETF dif > 10
« 2-Boponasun, ETF <10 * 4 —naunentn, ETF <10
CnepgBawara ctbnka 6e ga onpegenum KpuTudHata rpaHuua Ha ETF tecta npwm
KOATO MOXe [a O4yakBame 3aTpy4HEHUSI B KOMMEHCMPAHETO Ha NPOMsiHA Ha BBHLUHOTO
HandaraHe. 3a fa M3KNIYMM HenpaBUHUTE TEXHUKM Ha m3nbiiHeHWe Ha ETF-tecta unn
BapodyHKUMATa, CbNOCTaBUXME pe3yntatute B abConMTHU CTOMHOCTM B 34paBuTe U
npobnemMHuTe ywu nNpy nuvua C eOHOCTPaHHW 3aTpyAHEHMS B KOMMEHcauuata Ha
BbHLUHOTO HansraHe (tab. 3). [Npu Te3n nuua npyn egHOo 1 CbLOo HangaraHe B enndapuHkca
ABETE eBCTaxmeBn TpbOK NnpoBexaar ra3 no pasfmMyeH HauuH.
Tab6.3 ETF - pesyntatn npu egHOCTPaHHU 3aTpygHEHUS B KOMMpecus/gekoMnpecus

MCO [ AU [ TN | PKXK | AN | COMN | MBM [ NIVK | 3XKW
AP npobrem | 71 3 10| 8 13 | 11 9 9 20
A P Hopma 62 [166 | 49 | 76 [ 50 | 50 [ 35 [199( 29

CpenHata CTOMHOCT Ha npomMsaHaTa B HansiraHeTo npu ETd-tecta B npobnemMHOTO
yxo e 8.125 DaPa, a B 3gpaBoTto — 81.75 DaPa. Ha T1ab. 4 e npeacraBeH onucarteneH
aHanua Ha nony4yeHuTe pesyntatu

Tab. 4 OnucarteneH aHanus Ha pesyntatute oT Tab. 3

N |Range Minimum |Maximum |Mean |Std. Deviation |Variance

[vcpyHkuna (8 11,00 (2,00 13,00 8,125 |3,79614 14.411
Hopma 8 (170,00 [29,00 199,00 81.75 |64.29341 4133.643

Makap u npu OTHOCUTENHO Marka rpyna nscrnieasaHu nvua ropHata rpaHuya Ha 70%
AOBepUTENHEH UHTepBan 3a nuua ¢ TybotumnaHanHa auccdyHkumna 11.9 DaPa (cp. cT. + 1
CT. €B.) € CTaTUCTUYECKN 3HAYMMO MO-HUCHK OT AonHaTa rpaHvua Ha 70% goseputenHus
WHTepBan 3a 3apasu nuua (cp. cT. - 1 cT. ges.) 17.5 DaPa.

B rpynute cbc 3gpaBu nuua 6e3 n ¢ BogonaseH onuT gUcnepcusita Ha pesyntatuTe
e TOnKoBa BWCOKa, Ye ABaTa [AOBEpUTESNHM MHTepBara 3HauYuTenHo ce Mpunokpuear.
Pasbupa ce npu yBenuyaBaHe 6pos Ha u3cneaBaHUTE Nnvua OvYakBame OOBEPUTENHUTE
WHTepBanu 1 B AiBeTe rpynn a ce CTECHAT.

O6¢cbxaaHe:OT NpUNOXEHUTE aHanNn3n ce yCTaHOBW,YEe MMa 3HAYMMU pasfivki B
CcrnocobHOCTTa fa ce KOMMeHcMpa NpoMsHaTa B OKOSTHOTO HansraHe u B pesyntatuTte oT
EFT Tect npu gBete rpynu macnegsann nuua (U1) (¢ n 6e3 BogonaseH onut). [Mo-
AeTavHuAT aHanu3 obaye nokasa, 4e 3a 3HaYUMuTe pPasnuku AOMPUHACAT €ANHCTBEHO
pesyntatute Ha WJ1 6e3 BogonaseH onut. pu Tax pedyntatbT oT ETF TecT moxe aa
npeackaxe pesynrata oT 6apokamepHus TecT.

Mpn U1 c BogonaseH onut, pe3yntaTbT Ha GapokamepHUsa TecT He MOXe Aa b6bae
npenckasaH ot ETF pesyntatute. TpeHupaHa TbnaH4YeBa MemOpaHa Ha BOAOMa3 MOXe
Aa rnoHece psa3ka NpoMsiHa B OKOMHOTO HandraHe o 1 aTmocdepa, 3a pasnuka oT
HeTpeHupaH uHAMBMA, KbaeTo ctomHocTM Hag 100 mm Hg ctbnb ca KpUTUYHW.
PasHooOpasHnTe TEXHUKM 3a M3paBHSBaHe Ha HandraHe, KOUTO ce npunaraT B pearHa
cpefia nomaraT Ha BogonasuTe opu U npu HeedekTMBeH MaHbOBBLP Ha Barncanea.He
6uBa ga ce 3abpass, Ye 1 B ABETE U3cnenBaHNsa nma n CybeKkTMBEH eNeMEHT,

3AKIIOYEHUE

ETF — TecTbT He BMHaru kopecnonampa cbCc CNocobHOCTTa Ha MHAOMBMAA Aa pearmpa
Ha NpoMsiHa B OKOMHOTO HansraHe. [loctoBepHocTTa My, obade e JoCTaTbYyHO BMCOKA, 3a
Aa ce wusnonsea 3a 6bp3, eBTMH M Ge3onaceH CKPUMHUHE, cnej KOMTo ga umame
NOBMLUEHO BHMMaHWE KbM nvuata 3annaweHu ot 6apoTpaBma Ha CpeHOTO YXO.
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