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Abstract: The paper views the relationship between industry and higher engineering education, in particular 

within the region of Gabrovo, which shows a certain mismatch between the skills of engineers demanded by enterprises 

and the skills of young engineering graduates supplied by technical universities. To respond to that challenge, an 

alternative educational path at tertiary level is proposed by an international team of university lecturers, business people, 

local authorities, employers’ organizations and social partner in the area of Mechanical Engineering and Mechatronics. 

A completely new form of higher education, known in most European countries as dual/cooperative studies, is considered 

– work-based learning with focus on apprenticeship. Actually the present paper presents in details one of its tools – an

apprenticeship cluster in Mechanical Engineering and Mechatronics, which is intended to bridge the gap between the 

worlds of business and education so as to boost economic growth at regional level.     . 
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