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Abstract: In this paper we will cover the usage and peculiarities, mainly of passive voice, and secondly of
active, in both English and Bulgarian language. The differences will be pointed out and then compared.
Summarization of occasions when passive voice is more appropriate is given, as well as creative ways to use it, forms
in some English tenses, forming of questions, personal and impersonal passive, and at the end there are few advices
for correct, precise and exact usage of passive voice.
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INTRODUCTION

Active voice and passive voice are grammatical constructions that communicate certain
information about an action. Specifically, APA (American Psychological Association) explains
that voice shows relationships between the verb and the subject and/or object. Writers need to be
intentional about voice in order to ensure clarity. The usage of active voice often improves clarity,
while passive voice can help avoid unnecessary repetition. The same principle goes in Bulgarian
language: the grammatical category that determines on whom is the action exercised is called
“3zanor” and the passive form is called “ctpanarenen 3amor”.

EXPOSITION
Form of passive voice in English and Bulgarian language

Tabnuma 1 Forms for passive voice in English and Bulgarian language

in English in Bulgarian

subject + finite form of to be + past participle noanor (subject) + 6ax/cbm/6baa (to be) + ra.
OT CBbPLUEH U HECBBPLLEH BUA

Example: The letter was written. Example: Mucmomo 6ewe HanucaHo.

*1t is important to know that there is no such grammatical category as ,,su0“ in English.
Although, it is not so crucial to the passive construction, it changes the length and the meaning of
the sentences a bit.

When to use passive voice

Sometimes, even in scholarly writing, the passive voice may be used intentionally and
strategically. A writer may intentionally include the subject later in the sentence so as to reduce
the emphasis and/or its importance in the thought expressed. See the following examples of
intentional passive voice to indicate emphasis:
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Example 1: Schools not meeting AYP for 2 consecutive years will be placed on a “needs
improvement” list by the State’s Department of Education. / Yuunuwama, nenoxpusawu AHUII 3a
0ge nocredosamentu 200uHU we 6voam nocmasenu om JlvpoicasHus Oenapmamenm Ha
00pazosanuemo 8 IUCmMama ¢ ,, Hyircoaeuju ce om noooopetue *.

* Here, all actors taking actions are identified, but this is in the passive voice as the State’s
Department of Education is the actor doing the placing, but this verb precedes the actor. That may
be an intentional usage of the passive voice, to highlight schools not meeting AYP.

« To write this in the active voice, it would be phrased: “The State’s Department of Education
will place schools not meeting AYP for 2 consecutive years on a ‘“needs improvement” list.” /
Hwpoicasnusi denapmamenm Ha 0Opazo08anuemo we NoOCmasy YUuiuwamd, Koumo He noKiueam
AHII 3a 0se 200unu 6 rucmama 3a ,, Hyscoaewu ce om nodobpenue. “ The current sentence places
the focus on the State’s Department of Education, not the schools.

Example 2: Participants in the study were gifted with a 5£ coffee gift card, which I gave
them upon completion of their interview. / Yuacmuuyume 6 npoyusanemo 0sxa nazpadexu c
nemoonapos sayuep 3a Kaghe, Koumo um 0aoox cied 3a8bpuisane Ha UHMeEPSIOMO.

« As the writer and researcher, | may want to vary my sentence structure in order to avoid
the same begmnmg |n several occasmns “I provzded/gave/glfted 7 Instead of ﬁkpmwded—ﬂei

oH piew—, the 2"

example is wrltten in the passwe voice, but the meanmg is clear.

In Bulgarian the passive voice is used in scholarly writing in the same way as in English —
to avoid repetition and change the used register more on the official side.

Here are three common uses of the passive voice both in English and Bulgarian language:

1.Reports of crimes or incidents with unknown perpetrators

My car was stolen yesterday. / Korama mu 6ewe omxkpaonama suepa.

If we knew who stole the car, it probably wouldn’t be such a big problem. The passive voice
puts emphasis on the stolen item and the action of theft — these are the important facts to be
understood in the particular situation.

2.Scientific contexts

The rat was placed into a T-shaped maze. / Ilnoxvm bewe nocmasen 6 T-ob6pasznus
nabupunm.

Scientists placed the rat into the maze. But that’s less important than the experiment they’re
conducting, because in scholarly experiments we need to be maximally objective and leave out
all subjective elements, including ourselves, which in this case is the pronoun “I” or “we”, etc.
Therefore, we ought to use passive voice.

3.When you want to emphasize an action itself and the doer of
the action is irrelevant or distracting:

The suspect was apprehended by the policeman. / 3anooospenusm 6ewe 3advpocan om
nozzuuedczcwl UHCneKmop.

It is not so important who arrested the suspect or even the suspect himself, but that the act
of apprehension took place.

Creative ways to use the passive voice

It is interesting to note some uses of the passive voice in different situations. For example, if
we want to avoid getting blamed and get away with something, without making it crystal-clear
who is at fault, why not say it like this:

“Mistakes were made.” / ,, Hakou epewxu 6sxa Hanpagenu. *

instead of

“We made mistakes.” | ,, Hue oonycnaxme HAKOU epeuiKu.

or “I made some mistakes.” /,, A3 0onycnax HAKOU epeuKu.

This strategy is often used by politicians all across the world, including Bulgaria. They
apologize while hiding their or their parties’ fault with this simple statement: “Mistakes were
made.”

‘

“«“

T3
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Personal and impersonal passive

Personal Passive simply means that the object of the active sentence becomes the subject of
the passive sentence. So every verb that needs an object (transitive verb) can form a personal
passive.

Example:

They build houses. — Houses are built. /Te cmposm kvwu. — Cmposm ce kvuu.

In Bulgarian the second form is used when someone wants to express some objective process
without taking direct relation to it. For example, “houses are built” could be said if there are
construction sites in some highly crowded region of Sofia, but without the speaker living there, or
having work related to that region or even having seen them himself. Whereas, the first case reveals
that the speaker has some relation and knowledge of the process executed. In Bulgarian the
equivalent of personal passive is a verb construction with transitive verb + the morpheme “ce”
(cnokHa rnarosHa Qopma ¢ TPEXojAeH JACATENIeH IJarojl W dacTtuiara ,.ce) — Example:
HUronomuueckama cucmema ce pyuu.

Verbs without an object (intransitive verb) normally cannot form a personal passive sentence
(as there is no object that can become the subject of the passive sentence). If you want to use an
intransitive verb in passive voice, you need an impersonal construction — therefore this passive is
called Impersonal Passive.

Example: he says — it is said

Impersonal Passive is not as common in English as in some other languages (e.g. German,
Latin). In English, Impersonal Passive is only possible with verbs of perception (e.g. say, think,
know).

Example: They say that women live longer than men. — It is said that women live longer than
men.

Although Impersonal Passive is possible here, Personal Passive is more common.

Example: They say that women live longer than men. — Women are said to live longer than
men.

The subject of the subordinate clause (women) goes to the beginning of the sentence; the
verb of perception is put into passive voice. The rest of the sentence is added using an infinitive
construction with 'to’ (certain auxiliary verbs and that are dropped).

In Bulgarian when the subject doesn’t coincides with the receiver of the action, we say it is
an “impersonal variant” (Oe3nuueH BapuanT). These constructs are very abstract and short:
,, Ceeuepu ce.”, “Cevpuu ce.” Or ,,He ce nu nacnaxme geue? “ Here we can’t determine neither
the doer nor the receiver, for that reason it is necessary to use only verbs in third person singular
(31., em.u.), with or without the morpheme ,,ce*.

The forms “mpwvrea” and “mpwvrea ce* are equal in meaning, but there are cases when the
use of “ce” is necessary, example: ,, Tyk ne ce nywu. “ instead of “TprxHewyttt—

Examples in different tenses (Ta6. 2)
Ta6muma 2 Active and passive voice in different English tenses

TENSE ACTIVE VOICE PASSIVE VOICE

Present Simple Elly sees the pyramids. The pyramids are seen by
Elly.

Present Continuous Elly is seeing the pyramids. The pyramids are being seen
by Elly.

Present Perfect Elly has seen the pyramids. The pyramids have been seen
by Elly.

Past Simple Elly saw the pyramids. The pyramids were seen by
Elly.
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Past Continuous

Past Perfect

Future Simple (going to)
Future Simple (will)

Future Perfect

Elly was seeing the pyramids.

Elly had seen the pyramids,
but she wanted to do it again.

Elly is going to see the
pyramids.

Elly will see the pyramids.
Elly will have the
pyramids by then.

seen

The pyramids were being
seen by Elly.

The pyramids had been seen
by Elly, but she wanted to do
it again.

The pyramids are going to be
seen by Elly.

The pyramids will be seen by
Elly.

The pyramids will have been
seen by then by Elly.

It is uncommon to use the passive voice with the following tenses:
« Present Perfect Continuous;

« Future Continuous;

o Future Perfect Continuous;

o Past Perfect Continuous.

If we used the passive voice for these tenses, we would have two forms of the verb 'be'
together. This makes the sentence awkward and confusing.

Tabmuma 3 Active and passive voice (3aior) in Bulgarian tenses (Bpeme)

Bpeme
CerawHo Bpeme
MuHano cebpLieHo Bpeme

MuHano HecBbpLUEHO Bpeme
MuHano HeonpeaeneHo
Bpeme

MuHano npeasBapuTenHo
Bpeme

bvaele Bpeme

bvaele npeasapuTenHo
Bpeme
bvaelie Bpeme B MMHANOTO

bvaele npepBapUTenHo
Bpeme B MMHaNOTO

[deAteneH 3anor
A3 y4ya ypoKa cu.
A3 Hay4mx ypoKa cu.

A3 yumnx ypoKa cu.
A3 CbM Hay4mn ypoKa CHu.

A3 6ax Hay4Mn ypoKa cwu.

A3 we Hayya ypoKa cu.

A3 e CbM Hay4m ypoKa CH.
A3 WAX Aa Hay4da ypoKa cu.

A3 WAX Ja CbM Hayymn
YPOKa cu.

CrpapareneH 3anor
YPOKbBT € yYeH OT MEeH.
YpPOKbT belle Hay4yeH OT MEH.

YpOKbT 6eLle y4eH OT MeH.
YPOKbT € 61N Hay4YeH OT MeH.

YpOoKbT 6eLe HayyeH OT MeH.

YpoKbT Wwe 6bae HaydeH oT
MEH.
YpoKbT we e 6un HaydeH ot
MEH.

YpokbT wewe ga b6bae
Hay4yeH OT MEH.
YpoKbT uWwewe ga bbae

Hay4YeH OT MEH.

We see that in some cases in Bulgarian passive voice (ctpagarenen 3aior) the verb-form for
the correct expression of the meaning requires the usage of grammatical category absent in
English — aspect (6uo na eracona). The underlined affix-morphemes in the upper scheme signifies
that the verb is in unitary aspect (cevpuen suo). (Tao. 3)

* In English, past participle (approx. crpagarento npuuactue) iS the same in every

occasion.

* The aspect of the verb in Bulgarian changes with the tenses (rnaronuaute Bpemena),
* or can be used with both forms, but transmits different meaning.
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Forming of questions in English passive voice

The formation of questions in passive voice in English is very easy. It requires you to move
the verb “to be” (is, are, was, were, will be etc.) or the auxiliary verb (have, can, would, etc.) in
front of the main clause. (Ta6. 4) (Ta0. 5)

Tabnuua 4 Example statement in present continuous

statement I am writing an email now.

in active

statement An email is being written now.
in passive

question Is an email being written now?
in passive

Tabnuua 5 Example statement in past perfect
statement I will write an email.
in active
statement An email will be written by me.
in passive
question Will an email be written by me?
in passive

CONCLUSION

Active and Passive voice are equally appropriate in both formal and informal situations.
Nonetheless, we use active voice when we speak with friends, when we are expressing our
thoughts and emotions, when we want to emphasize that we are a doer, that we have seen or see
the action, or even that we have an attitude (positive or negative) towards the subject of the verbal
action or state. In other words, with active voice we tilt the scale on the subjective factor. Passive
voice, on the other hand, we use to speak of something that has happened or is happening, but we
might not see it directly (For example: Houses are being built.). We use it in scientific and criminal
context when we want to exclude ourselves from the picture (although, we can use active for
scholarly and criminal reports, too), or just simply to put the weight on the action exercised, or the
object of the verbal action or state. Therefore, with passive voice we tilt the scale on the objective
factor. This is valid for both Bulgarian and English language. (Ta6. 2) (Ta6. 3) (Ta0. 6)

While the active voice brings more expressiveness to our statements, regardless of the verbal
tense, in which it is used, the passive form sounds quite unnatural in some verbal constructions -
thus, we avoid them. (“My messages have been expected by them.” or “My room will be cleaned
by me.”) (Ta0. 2)

In Bulgarian when we place the action in passive voice, almost always (except ceeawro
speme and munano necevputeno epeme) the verb acquires an additional “na ” prefix to indicate that
the activity is in unitary aspect (cBwpren Bun). (Ta6. 3) That is not to be mistaken with the verb
tense, which we express with tense-forming morphemes like ,,we and ,,wsx “ and the verb “to
be” in its different forms (6s1x, Gerre u T.H.)
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Strengths

Weaknesses

Opportunities

Threats
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